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2Funder Collaboration – Is it worth it?
The Child Sexual Exploitation Funders’ Alliance (CSEFA) is a group of 12 charitable fundersi  who came 
together in 2012 to bring about a step change in the way child sexual exploitation is dealt with in the UK. 
Specifically, they wanted to see responses to child sexual exploitation positioned as an integral part of 
mainstream safeguarding. 
CSEFA members believe that by bringing together funders’ knowledge, reach, resources and time, more 
has been achieved than would have been the case had the funders worked individually. As such, in this 
context, funder collaboration is definitely worth it. In the spirit of learning, and for the benefit of others 
interested in funder collaboration, this short paper sets out CSEFA’s key features, benefits and challenges.
1. The collaboration























































funders	agreeing	to	share	processes,	but	such	progress	has	been	limited:	‘It takes time to trust 
each other’s systems’. 












































If you are interested in hearing more about the collaboration first hand or are 
















identified	the	importance	of	having	‘a diverse group of funders and a critical mass with sufficient funds to 
make things happen’, Kaufmann, J. (2011) Funders in Collaboration: A review of the Corston Independent 
Funders’ Coalition (CIFC),	London:	CASS	Business	School.
v	Maintaining	vision	is	a	common	challenge	for	collaborative	working.	See,	for	example,	IVAR	(2011) Thinking 
about collaboration,	London:	IVAR
